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WORLD EXPERTS JOIN AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN’S CANCER BOARD
August 29, Sydney: Three international children’s cancer specialists from the UK and the USA have joined the advisory board of Neuroblastoma Australia and will be tasked with the responsibility of choosing local recipients of the charity’s funding for vital research projects.
Applications for funding from Neuroblastoma Australia close at the end of September which is Children’s Cancer Awareness Month and when the spotlight is on the single greatest cause of death from disease in Australian children, with 1 in every 500 kids developing some type of cancer before the age of 15.  Neuroblastoma is the leading cause of cancer deaths in children under 5 years old.
The new advisory board will include Professor Andy Pearson, Dr Juliet Gray and Dr Steve du Bois.
We are delighted to announce our first ever Scientific Advisory Board (SAB),” said Neuroblastoma Australia President Lucy Jones.

“We are honoured to have exceptional experts in the area of neuroblastoma form this Committee who will be assessing the requests we receive for funding research projects. With their expertise, we will be able to ensure we fund the most promising meaningful research in line with our mission; developing better and safer treatments so all children diagnosed with neuroblastoma get the chance to grow up and lead a long and healthy life,” said Lucy.

“There is currently no cure for relapsed neuroblastoma patients – although there is clear potential to develop one, as the new drugs are showing definite progress. Urgent funding is required to accelerate the progress of these new drugs.”
Globally, 80,000 children have their lives cut short by cancer each year, and more research is needed to reduce this statistic.  Childhood Cancer Awareness Month was first declared by former US President Barack Obama in 2010.  Every year in September, charities around the globe honour Childhood Cancer Awareness Month to raise awareness and critical funds for childhood cancer.
In recent years Neuroblastoma Australia has supported various research projects with Children’s Cancer Institute, The Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, UNSW Sydney and Sydney Children’s Hospital, and Cancer Council NSW.  More information on these projects can be found here. To date Neuroblastoma Australia has funded more than $1.9 million into neuroblastoma research. The 2020 funding round grant pool is $250,000.
“Our expert Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) will independently review all research proposals and score them against our Assessment Matrix,” explained Lucy Jones. Proposals will be sent to specific specialists as required to provide additional recommendations. Neuroblastoma Australia will review all recommendations to determine which studies will be funded.
All applications must support the mission of Neuroblastoma Australia:
Our mission is that all children with all types of neuroblastoma survive and lead a long, healthy life, free from the side effects of their treatment. Our focus is raising awareness and fundraising for the research needed to make treatments more targeted, more effective and less toxic.
Neuroblastoma Scientific Advisory Board 
Professor Andy Pearson is formerly a Cancer Research UK Professor of Paediatric Oncology, at the Institute of Cancer Research and the Royal Marsden Hospital NHS Trust in London.  He is an eminent figure in the fields of drug development and neuroblastoma research and was awarded a Life Time Achievement Award from Advances in Neuroblastoma Research in 2016.

Dr Juliet Gray is an Associate Professor in Paediatric Oncology at the Cancer Immunology Centre, University of Southampton. She leads a translational research group focused on novel antibody immunotherapies for neuroblastoma, including preclinical evaluation of novel combinational therapies as well as early phase clinical trials.
Dr Steve DuBois is director of experimental therapeutics at Dana-Farber/Boston Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders Center. He is a paediatric oncologist with an active clinical and translational research program focused on patients with advanced neuroblastoma and Ewing sarcoma.
About Neuroblastoma
National charity Neuroblastoma Australia funds research into neuroblastoma – the leading cause of cancer deaths in children aged under five years. 

Neuroblastoma is a greatly underfunded form of cancer. The average age of children diagnosed is just two years, and those with the most aggressive form of the disease have only a 50 per cent chance of overcoming it.

The organisation raises critical funds that will move us closer to finding a cure and help to develop better, safer, treatment options for sufferers,” said Neuroblastoma Australia President Lucy Jones, who lost her own daughter to the disease in 2010.

For more information please contact Lucy Jones at lucy.jones@nb.org.au or Jane Owen, PR Manager on 0407936005, and jane.owen@nb.org.au
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